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Imamah Between Zaidis and Imamates Schools of Thought of Shia’a Sect
Comparative Critical Study
Prepared by
Musa Abdeljalil
Supervised by
Professor Mohammad Al-Khatib
Abstract
This study aimed to compare between the opinion of Imamates and the
Zaidis regarding the Issue of Imamah showing the evidence of each and
comparing their opinions to that of the sunni school of thought. It came in
an introduction and five chapters ;
The introductory chapter defined the term of Imamah, and how it differs
from the caliphate. Also it discussed the historical ground of this term in
the Imamates and zaidies thought.
The first chapter entitled Imamah as one of the foundation of shia’a came
as comparative discussion between Imamates, Zaidis and Suunis on the
concept of Imamah.
In the second chapter I discussed the way of chosing the Imam according
to imamates and Zaidis. They agreed on that Ali was chosen as Ali by text
although they disagreed regarding the clarity of the text. They agreed also
that Al-Hasan and Al-Hussain were assigned as Imams via clear text. The
way of choosing following imams however is disputable. The Zaidis said
the Imam is the one who descends from Fatima fulfilling the conditions.
The imamates believe the imamah should be for nine people from the
decency of Al-Hussein only.
The Zaidis are found to say the blessings on the first three guided caliphs.
Unlike the Imamates who found to disrespect them and accuse them of
taking the caliphate by force from Ali.
The third chapter discussed the characters and the conditions of choosing
the Imam in both schools of thought. This is in addition to the criticism of
the sunni school to both schools. The research concluded that there is a
considerable difference between the two schools in this regard.
In the last chapter entitled the Mahdiyyah and the Concept of Return, it
concluded that Zaidis believe in the Mahdi who will come in the end of the
time, he is one of Fatima descendants. Imamate believe however that Al-
Mahdi is the Twelfth Imam Mohammad Ibn Al-Hasan Al-Askari who had
to disappear and still alive. He will return in the end of time to spread
justice all over the world.
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